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Local Alternatives 
Environmental Art Workshops and Exhibitions  

 
Information sheet  

 
You are invited to take part in an artistic research project called ‘Local Alternatives’.  
Local Alternatives brings young people together with artists and researchers to 
explore new ways of sensing, thinking and making in the Anthropocene: an age of 
rapidly changing environments, societies, and technologies. The project involves an 
ongoing series of workshops for experimenting with practices and ideas that stretch 
across the arts, philosophy, science, technology, geography, and anthropology.  
 
In the workshops we will use drawing, photography, video, sound recording, sensors, 
wearable technology, and other media to map the changing environments around us. 
We will use sensors to collect data about our bodies’ responses to different spaces 
and atmospheres, as well as the effects of climate change, air pollution, and other 
environmental changes. In some cases we will engage with the collections and 
exhibition spaces of museums and galleries as part of this work. The art that we 
produce in the workshops will feed into public exhibitions, social interventions, future 
projects, collaborations, and partnerships. This will allow public audiences to engage 
with the work we make together, and bring new perspectives to the local 
environments that we inhabit every day.  
 
You are invited to: 
 work with artists, researchers, and other young people to create environmental artworks 

and installations 

 help document the workshops through video, sound recording, and photography 

 post your own images and ideas on the project website 

 use environmental sensors to test the air quality of places around the city 

 wear special wrist sensors that collect information about your body’s responses to 
different environments 

 collaborate to create exhibitions, installations, and live art events in museums, galleries, 
and public spaces 
 

How do I take part?  
 To take part in the project you and your parent/guardian (if you’re under 18) will need to 

sign a consent form that lets you choose which activities you want to take part in.  

 You are free to opt out of any of these activities at any time. It is up to you.  

 
Do I have to take part? 
 No. You don’t have to take part in the research – it is up to you. 

 If you want to take part in the workshops but not have data collected about you, that is 
fine. It is your choice. 

 You are free to change your mind at any time afterwards. You don’t need to give a 
reason. 

 
What are the advantages of taking part? 
 We hope the workshops will be fun, and that you will find them interesting.  
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 We hope that by taking part you will learn about climate change, and how art can 
express feelings, ideas, and understandings about climate change in our local 
communities 

 
What are the disadvantages? 
 There are no major risks involved. 

 Some people find the topic of climate change disturbing or uncomfortable. This is 
normal, as it is a very complex issue.  

 Some people may dislike being recorded or watching themselves on video. 

 If you don’t enjoy the research, you are free to stop taking part at any time. 

 
What about privacy? 
 No names will be collected with any of the data. 

 You will have the option to have your privacy protected by blurring out your face in the 
videos and photographs.  

 If at any point you decide to stop taking part, you have the right to ask us to delete any 
data about you, and we will do so. 

 You have the right to see any data we collect about you. 

 Data will be stored securely at the university. Only the researchers and their managers 
will have access to it.  

 After the project has finished, the data will be put into long term storage so that it can be 
used for future projects. 

 Parts of the data may be made public, e.g. in reports, presentations, exhibitions, or on 
the project website. You will have the option to decide which images or videos are used 
publically. This will be done in a way that prevents young people from being identified, to 
protect privacy, unless you ask for your name to be listed as an artist. 

 
What if I want to contact the researchers? 
 If you have any concerns or questions, you can contact David Rousell at 

D.Rousell@mmu.ac.uk or 07848029583 

 
What if there is a problem? 

 If you want to make a complaint, you can contact the Chair of Human Ethics for the 
Faculty of Education, Professor Ricardo Nemirovsky: R.Nemirovsky@mmu.ac.uk  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks for reading this information, and please hold onto it for future 
reference! 
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PARENT/GUARDIAN CONSENT FORM 

Local Alternatives: Environmental Art Workshops and Exhibitions 
 

Name of Artist/Researcher: David Rousell 

Please check any boxes below to which you agree and give consent 

□ I understand the purpose of the research project, and what my child’s 

participation will involve 

□ I consent for my child to take part in the above research project 

□ I understand that my child’s participation is voluntary and that she/he can 

withdraw from the project at any time 

□ I give permission for my child to be included in video recordings, audio 

recordings, and photographs from the workshops 

□ I give permission for the researchers to write notes about my child’s participation 

in the project  

□ I give permission for my child to wear biosensing wristbands, and for this data to 

be used anonymously in public artworks  

□ I give permission for my child’s artwork to be included in articles, books, and 

public art exhibitions 

□ I give permission for my child to contribute their own images and discussions on 

the moderated project website 

□ I would like to receive regular updates on the results of the project    

 
Please tick this box if you would like your child’s face to be de-identified in any 
publication of research data:   
 
Name of Child (please print): ____________________________________  
 
Name of Parent/Guardian (please print)____________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: ______________________________________________ 
 
Date:______________  Contact Email: ____________________________________ 
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YOUNG PERSON CONSENT FORM 

Local Alternatives: Environmental Art Workshops and Exhibitions 
 

Name of Artist/Researcher: David Rousell 

Please check any boxes below to which you agree and give consent 

□ I understand the purpose of the research project, and what my participation will 

involve 

□ I agree to take part in the above research project 

□ I understand that my participation is voluntary and that I can withdraw from the 

project at any time 

□ I would like to be included in video recordings, audio recordings, and 

photographs from the workshops 

□ I give permission for the researchers to write notes about my participation in the 

project  

□ I give permission for biodata to be collected through wristbands worn by me, 

and for this data to be used anonymously in public artworks  

□ I give permission for my artwork to be included in articles, books, and public art 

exhibitions 

□ I would like to contribute my own images and discussions to the moderated 

project website 

□ I would like to receive regular updates on the project    

 
Please tick this box if you would like your face to be blurred in any publication of 

research data:  □ 

 
Young Person’s Name: ______________________________________________  
 
Young Person’s Signature: ___________________________________________ 
 
Date:_____________ Contact (email):__________________________________ 
 
                        


