
                                                                                                                                  
 
Magic Carpet, Freelancer brief   
 
Overview 
 
An exciting freelance opportunity has arisen at Manchester Museum to develop and facilitate part 
of the Museum’s ‘Magic Carpet’ programme for under 5’s and their parents and carers.  A total of 
six themed and resourced sessions will be developed and delivered twice throughout the year.  
We are looking to recruit a group of practitioners who will be asked to develop up to a minimum 
of two sessions each and deliver each session twice in the first year (July 2013 – June 2014) 
 
We are looking for creative practitioners who have experience of delivering engagement 
programmes for children aged 0-5 years and their families in a museum, gallery or cultural venue 
and who have specialist practice in drama/storytelling, art practice, music, singing or dance and 
movement. 
 
 
Fee 
The available fee for this work is £500; 

 £300 for session development  

 £200 for delivery of 4 sessions (on 2 separate days) 
 

The Museum has a supply of available resources for use in these sessions and there is an additional 
limited budget for further resources 
 
 
Expressions of Interest 
If you would like to be considered for this work please supply the following by Monday 20th May 
2013, 5pm 
1. Brief CV (max 2 sides of A4) 
2. Evidence of your suitability for this work and why you would like to undertake it (max 500 
words) 
3. A plan outlining what your approach would be (max 500 words) 
4. At least 2 testimonials/references 
 
This work will be subject to a CRB check 
 
We will be inviting practitioners whose skills and experience match the brief for an informal 
discussion at the museum on either 3rd or  5th June 2013, could you please indicate your preferred 
date on your expression of interest . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Background & Supporting Information 
 
The Manchester Museum is one of the UK’s great regional museums and the country’s largest 
university museum. The Museum is a ‘global’ museum, dedicated to inspiring visitors of all ages to 
explore human cultures and the natural world, past and present. The collection comprises some 4.5 
million items, spanning three centuries, and with extensive interests in both the humanities and 
natural sciences. The most popular exhibitions for families and young children are: the Living Worlds 
gallery, live animals in the Vivarium, Nature’s library, dinosaurs in the Prehistory Gallery and the 
Ancient Worlds galleries.  
 
Our Mission is as follows: 
As a university museum, the Manchester Museum uses its international collection of human and 
natural history for enjoyment and inspiration, working with people from all backgrounds to 
provoke debate and reflection about the past, present and future of the earth and its inhabitants 
 
Our Vision is that the Museum is ideally placed to encourage people to engage with some of the 
major issues of our time: 
 
1. Promoting understanding between cultures 
One of our major challenges is that ignorance and misunderstanding can lead to intolerance and 
conflict. We will work to increase mutual understanding between cultures today, by placing them in 
a rounded context, and we will promote understanding of cultures of the past by showing their 
richness and influence. 
 
2. Developing a sustainable world 
Through the collections of both natural and human-made objects, the Museum can engage people in 
some of the major issues facing us in terms climate change and habitat loss. It is no longer sufficient 
for the Museum to show the world as classified and unchanging: we must show it as dynamic and 
shaped by past and contemporary forces, many of them human-made.  
 
In doing this, we will position ourselves as one of the leading university museums in the world, 
known for our innovative and campaigning approach. 
 
 
0-5’s Vision & Context 
 
Since 2006, Whitworth Art Gallery, Manchester City Galleries and Manchester Museum have been 
developing programmes and resources to engage young children, practitioners, parents and carers. 
In June 2012 we were awarded the Clore Award for Museum Learning for our early years work. 
Current project strands include: 

 Participatory learning programmes for Foundation stage children in early years settings 

 Family programmes for under 5’s, parents and carers 

 Engagement programmes for under 2’s, parents and carers (early intervention): 
Culturebaby conference 2011; Babies in Museums conference 2013 
http://culturebabies.org.uk/   

 Targeted partnership programme with providers 
 
 
 
 
 



Our current family programme for under 5’s, parents and carers  
 
Magic Carpet  
Magic Carpet is a 45-minute collections based programme for children aged 0-5 (including babies, 
toddlers and preschool children) and their parents and carers. There are two sessions delivered on 
the last Friday of every month. Engagement activities include sensory/heuristic play for babies and 
toddlers (developed through our Baby Explorer programme), storytelling, object handling, gallery 
visits and craft activities.   
 
Forthcoming dates in 2013 - July 26, Aug 30, Sept 27, Oct 25,Nov 29, Dec 27  
Forthcoming dates in 2014 - Jan 31, Feb 28, Mar 28, Apr 25, May 30, June 27 
 
The learning and engagement outcomes for the sessions are: 
For parents  

 To help parents engage with museums and galleries at their own level, with the aim of becoming 
confident to use cultural venues as a resource for their own enjoyment and learning. 

 To help parents support their child’s learning and development in practical ways – providing 
opportunities, facilities, resources and time to become confident to do this. 
For children   

 To have fun 

 To develop communication and language skills through engagement activities and the social nature 
of the session 

 To support physical development through active and participative activities in the learning space 
and on the galleries. 

 To support personal, social and emotional development through opportunities for play and in 
sharing resources. 
For families 

 To be supported to explore and connect with museum objects and galleries through a range of 
engagement activities and using resources which mirror the collections. 

 To provide a social space to meet other parents and children. 

 To provide the space and opportunities for families to spend quality time together, facilitating 
enjoyment and learning together 
 
 
Practitioner Brief 
Freelance practitioners will extend the range of engagement activities within Magic Carpet 
particularly for babies walking (moving on from our ‘Baby Explorer’ programme) and active toddlers, 
which will include opportunities for; participatory and interactive drama / role play, music and 
singing, dance and movement, collaborative art making using open ended materials 

 You will produce a 45-minute collection based session on one of the following  themes: 
Bugs & Insects/Minibeasts ( Nature’s Library gallery) 
Frogs/Rainforest ( Vivarium) 
Dinosaurs ( Fossils gallery)  
Archaeology (Ancient Worlds gallery),  
Animals  (Living Worlds gallery) 
Nature (Living Worlds gallery and Nature’s library gallery) 

 The session will be linked to the collections and include object handling and a gallery visit 

 The session can indicate a preferred space but needs to also be adaptable to other spaces  

 The session will include one of the following elements; drama/storytelling, art practice, music, 
singing, dance and movement. 



 The session will have targeted activities for the following age groups; babies, toddlers and 
preschool children under 5 

 You will produce a session plan for the session so that it may be delivered sustainably by other 
practitioners in the future in the Manchester Museum  

 
 
 
If you would like any further information please contact 
 
Elaine Bates  
Early Years Coordinator  
Manchester Museum , Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9PL 
Elaine.Bates@manchester.ac.uk 
Tel :0161 306 1777 
 
Vicky Grant  
Family Programme Coordinator 
Manchester museum  
Manchester Museum, Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9PL 
Victoria.Grant@manchester.ac.uk  
Tel: 0161 306 1779 
 
 
 
 


