
 

Exploring
 

The following activity will encourage pupils to make detailed observations in order to distinguish 
between apparently similar objects.

You will need paper, clip boards and colouring pencils. 

Take the class to the Exploring Objects gallery 
2) and ask pupils to look at the five

Ask pupils to explore the displays to see if they can find out why the museum has so many 
artefacts that are very similar. 

Hints: think about factors such as the size of the artefacts, the materials from which they are 
made, where they came from, who gave
common when they were made, how easy it would be to transport them.

Activity: 

Split the class into 5 groups and allocate each group one of the Mass Collecting display cases. 
Ask each group to spend 5 minutes looking at all of the different artefacts in their case. They 
should notice the details and the various ways in which each item is unique.

Ask each pupil to select 1 artefact and to formulate a detailed description of that artefact. 
Explain that the description needs to be detailed enough to distinguish that particular artefact 
from all of the others in the case. 

Ask pupils to get into pairs with someone who has been looking at a different case.

Ask 1 of the pupils in each pair to describ
this, ask the partner to draw a picture of what is being described (the person who is drawing is 
not allowed to ask any further questions).

The pairs of pupils can then visit the appropriate display
drawing can use the picture to identify which item was being described.

Ask pupils to briefly discuss which elements of the description were helpful, and which were 
confusing. With this in mind, ask each pair to work
same artefact. 

Ask the pairs of pupils to do the same again, but swapping roles so that the person who did the 
drawing is now describing their object and the person who described their object does the 
drawing. 

Exploring Objects Gallery
The following activity will encourage pupils to make detailed observations in order to distinguish 
between apparently similar objects.  

Preparation 

You will need paper, clip boards and colouring pencils.  

Introduction 

Take the class to the Exploring Objects gallery – directly above the Egyptian Worlds gallery (floor 
five ‘Mass Collecting’ display cases.  

Explore 

the displays to see if they can find out why the museum has so many 

Hints: think about factors such as the size of the artefacts, the materials from which they are 
made, where they came from, who gave them to the museum, whether they were rare or 
common when they were made, how easy it would be to transport them.

Activity: Careful observation 

Split the class into 5 groups and allocate each group one of the Mass Collecting display cases. 
to spend 5 minutes looking at all of the different artefacts in their case. They 

should notice the details and the various ways in which each item is unique.

Ask each pupil to select 1 artefact and to formulate a detailed description of that artefact. 
ain that the description needs to be detailed enough to distinguish that particular artefact 

Ask pupils to get into pairs with someone who has been looking at a different case.

Ask 1 of the pupils in each pair to describe their artefact to their partner, and ask they are doing 
this, ask the partner to draw a picture of what is being described (the person who is drawing is 
not allowed to ask any further questions). 

The pairs of pupils can then visit the appropriate display case and see if the person who did the 
drawing can use the picture to identify which item was being described. 

Ask pupils to briefly discuss which elements of the description were helpful, and which were 
confusing. With this in mind, ask each pair to work up a new and improved description of the 

Ask the pairs of pupils to do the same again, but swapping roles so that the person who did the 
drawing is now describing their object and the person who described their object does the 
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directly above the Egyptian Worlds gallery (floor 

the displays to see if they can find out why the museum has so many 

Hints: think about factors such as the size of the artefacts, the materials from which they are 
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to spend 5 minutes looking at all of the different artefacts in their case. They 
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Ask each pupil to select 1 artefact and to formulate a detailed description of that artefact. 
ain that the description needs to be detailed enough to distinguish that particular artefact 

Ask pupils to get into pairs with someone who has been looking at a different case. 
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case and see if the person who did the 
 

Ask pupils to briefly discuss which elements of the description were helpful, and which were 
up a new and improved description of the 

Ask the pairs of pupils to do the same again, but swapping roles so that the person who did the 
drawing is now describing their object and the person who described their object does the 


