
 

The Midden Project: Research in Action  
 
Overview  
 
An exciting opportunity has arisen for a creative practitioner to design and decorate a set of 
midden bins (number to be confirmed) as part of ‘The Midden Project; Research in Action’, a 
Museum-School Partnership. Matthew Moss High School have commissioned Manchester Museum 
as a partner in learning to create, analyse and investigate the archaeological properties of ancient 
man-made deposits for disused items, often known as middens. Participating students will be 
asked to replicate the conditions of an archaeological midden by creating their own. We are 
looking for an artist to help the students design and decorate their individual middens, which will 
be located on the school grounds, to create a visually appealing display. 
 
We are looking for a creative practitioner who has experience of working with young people and is 
confident in working with them to translate their ideas into final designs. Work with the participants 
would take place in mid-September (dates to be confirmed) with the decoration of the Middens to be 
complete by 4th October 2013.  
 
Fee 
The available fee for this work is:  
£400 for design and development 
£250 for materials 
 
Expressions of Interest  
If you would like to be considered for this work please supply the following by Friday 30th August 
2013, 5pm  
 
1. Brief CV (max 2 sides of A4)  

2. Evidence of your suitability for this work and why you would like to undertake it (max 500 words)  

3. A plan outlining the potential techniques for decoration and your approach to collating student 
input for the design (max 500 words)  

4. At least 2 testimonials/references  
 
We will be inviting practitioners whose skills and experience match the brief for an informal 
discussion at the Museum on either 6th or 9th September 2013, could you please indicate your 
preferred date on your expression of interest.  



 

Background & Supporting Information  
The Manchester Museum is one of the UK’s great regional museums and the country’s largest 
university museum. The Museum is a ‘global’ museum, dedicated to inspiring visitors of all ages to 
explore human cultures and the natural world, past and present. The collection comprises some 4.5 
million items, spanning three centuries, and with extensive interests in both the humanities and 
natural sciences.  
 
The Museum’s Mission is as follows:  
As a university museum, the Manchester Museum uses its international collection of human and 
natural history for enjoyment and inspiration, working with people from all backgrounds to 
provoke debate and reflection about the past, present and future of the earth and its inhabitants  
Our Vision is that the Museum is ideally placed to encourage people to engage with some of the 
major issues of our time:  
1. Promoting understanding between cultures  
One of our major challenges is that ignorance and misunderstanding can lead to intolerance and 
conflict. We will work to increase mutual understanding between cultures today, by placing them in 
a rounded context, and we will promote understanding of cultures of the past by showing their 
richness and influence.  
2. Developing a sustainable world  
Through the collections of both natural and human-made objects, the Museum can engage people in 
some of the major issues facing us in terms climate change and habitat loss. It is no longer sufficient 
for the Museum to show the world as classified and unchanging: we must show it as dynamic and 
shaped by past and contemporary forces, many of them human-made.  
In doing this, we will position ourselves as one of the leading university museums in the world, 
known for our innovative and campaigning approach.  
 
Matthew Moss High School  
At Matthew Moss High School each learner is given the personal motivation and support to become 
a successful learner. Each learner is challenged with activities, both inside and outside the classroom, 
which takes them further as learners than they have been before. 
 
The Midden Project: Research in Action 
The project has been developed to support the AQA Project Qualification and will continue the 
partnership developed in 2012-13 through the ‘Ancient Worlds Midden Project’. Participating 
students from the Year 9 cohort will create their own midden and investigate archaeological 
practices and the affect of environment in the process of degradation. The Museum will provide 
expertise in scientific methods and the historical context to inform the project and support 
participants in their individual project outcomes.  
Over the course of the academic year students will: 

 Determine the material of their midden and objects to be placed in them 

 Create a hypothesis on what will happen to their objects based on their created 
archaeological environment and contextual information from the field of archaeology 

 Conduct research to aid them in their deductive reasoning and improve their scientific 
knowledge 

 Excavate their midden and test their hypothesis 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Creative Practitioner Brief  
The creative practitioner will be invited to work with the participating students over the course of 
two hours to discuss the decoration of the middens and will lead the session gathering ideas from 
the students. The creative practitioner will then draw up a design (or set of designs) that reflects the 
student’s initial ideas to be discussed and agreed upon in a follow-up session. The final design will 
then be transferred to the middens by the creative practitioner and students.  
 
The design will have to include the Museum logo and school logo, which should be clearly visible.  
The middens (see below) will be made out of recycled plastic with the following dimensions: 74 x 74 
x 90 cm 
 

 
Example of proposed Midden 

 
 
If you would like any further information please contact  
Cat Lumb, Secondary and Post-16 Humanities Coordinator, Manchester Museum, Oxford Road, 
Manchester M13 9PL  
catherine.lumb@manchester.ac.uk Tel :0161 306 1765 


